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boy, get out of that stood! " Uncle Moses was
born in 1762, and died January 23, 1824. He
was fatally injured by the falling of a tree, which
he had cut down, and which, taking an unex-
pected direction, pinned him. to the ground. Hia
faithful dog gave warning at the house, and he
was soon found and extricated; but he did not
long survive the accident.

" Aunt Mercy," a younger sister of the poet's
mother, lived in the family from his earliest
memory to the time of her death, in 1846.
With less of dignity and " presence " than her
sister, she had a singular sweetness of disposition,
and loving, helpful ways. Her gentle ministra-
tions at the bedside of the sick and suffering gave
a peculiar significance to the name her parents
bestowed on this Quaker " sister of mercy."

Even the story of Aunt Mercy's quiet life was
not without a tinge of romance. In her youth,
according to the tradition of the family, she was
betrothed to a worthy young man. Late one
evening, as she sat musing by the fire in the old
kitchen, after the rest of the family had retired,
she felt impelled to go to the window, and, look-
ing out, she recognized her lover on horseback
approaching the house. As she had reason to
suppose that he was then in New York, she was
aurprised at his unexpected return, and his call at
so late an hour. Passing the porch window as
she hastened to open the door, she saw her lover
ricle by it, and turn as if to dismount at the step.
The next instant the door was open, but no trace
of man or horse was to be seen. Bewildered and